INTO THE SHADOWS
though the blow was, we are told that the King took it with4 true
courage and firmness, supported by a mind conscious of virtue,
patriotism and rectitude.' Worse, however, was to follow; for
four days later Colonel Wardle, the Member for Oakhampton, rose
in his place in the House of Commons formally to charge the Duke
of York with corrupt practices l in his capacity of Commander-in-
Chief, with regard to appointments, promotions, exchanges, the
raising of new levies and the general state of the Army.' Wardle's
friends in the Opposition, shouting lustily a battle-cry of' Corrup-
tion in High Places,' urged the appointment of a committee of
inquiry; and the Government, chiefly at Castlereagh's instiga-
tion, offered no objection to such a course of action.
Unfortunately the case against the Duke centred round his
mistress, Mrs Clarke. It was conclusively proved that this
woman had taken money on the ground that she could influence
promotions in the Army: it was never proved that any of the
money had found its way into the Duke's pockets, or that he was
even aware of what his' Darling ' was doing. For days London
battened on the c revelations' which were made during the in-
quiry in Parliament; and in fashionable drawing-room and dingy
tap-room the intimate affairs of * Duke and Darling ' were dis-
cussed with great gusto. However, on March lyth the Duke
was exonerated by a majority of 82 votes; but the damage to his
reputation had been done; and there was no alternative but for
him to resign his appointment as Commander-in-Chief.
The whole business grieved the King; but outwardly he
stood by his favourite son. Much as he himself deplored his
association with the * Clarke woman' he was not willing to
allow even that to obscure the Duke's sterling qualities, ad-
mitted by many then and still more apparent now. At the
Horse Guards the Duke had done much to improve the Army:
his service, the King thought, should have received a more
generous recognition from the Ministers. One of the Marquis
of Buckingham's correspondents, a Mr Freemande, wrote on
March 24th;
Every part of the Royal Family at Windsor, excepting the King,
is overwhelmed with despair at the Duke of York's business. » . .
The King is said to bear it very firmly; but I have reason to believe
that he is indignant at his Ministers, for having suffered it to come
forward at all.
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